Kingsdown Conservation Group – Annual Report 2010

This is a short account of what the Committee and other members have done for the Group during the past year.

Members and Committee

95 households in Kingsdown are members.  The Committee is Pauline Allen (Treasurer), John Frenkel (Secretary), Charles Grant, Nick Kidwell, Andy King, Jeremy Newick (Kingsdown’s representative on the Conservation Advisory Panel), Helen Phillips, Nigel Tasker, Wendy Tomlinson, Mary Wright.  Ottilie Shorcott resigned in April due to business commitments.  Duncan Pepper has been coopted to the committee.  Bridget and Malcolm Parker are the Membership Secretaries.  KCG is grateful to Tony Kerr who edits the website and to Peter Ferne who supplies free hosting and technical support.

What the committee does 

The committee meets each month to respond to planning applications and proposed developments.  We decide KCG's response to the Council’s new Development Plan Documents that affect Kingsdown.  The Secretary manages the Group’s correspondence and posts a summary on the four noticeboards (including Alfred Harris’s window) of the matters that the Committee’s discussed at the last monthly meeting.  The summary is posted on the http://kingsdown.org.uk website. 

The website and photo archive

In 2009, 2507 separate people (‘absolute unique visitors’), from 54 countries, visited www.kingsdown.org.uk.  Half just came by chance, but the others were repeat visitors, most of whom just look at the news items on the front page.  If you want to be informed when new items appear on the website, then just join the 83 people who have clicked on 'Sign up for updates' on the front page.  Our 1,000 photos - www.flickr.com/photos/kingsdown - have been viewed 32,000 times in total, and they attract comments, queries and information from people all over the world.  www.flickr.com/groups/kingsdownconservationgroup is a pool of other peoples' Kingsdown photos - - thanks to Penny Leaver-Green for looking after this. 

Planning

The Council’s Conservation policies aim to promote development that enhances or preserves Kingsdown.  KCG welcomes development that complies with the Council’s conservation policies.  To some proposals, we suggest improvements.  We object to intensive and unsuitable development.  To respond fully, we read each application on the Council’s website.  Before we respond, we usually speak to other interested parties and neighbours.  We are particularly concerned about the plans of our big neighbours, the hospital and university.  We now post KCG‘s responses to planning applications on the website.

The University

The University has not yet decided to move to the next stage of the construction of the Biological Sciences buildings.  The University must complete a construction contract before it can demolish the standing buildings.  The former Children’s Hospital begins to show dilapidation.  The University has indefinitely postponed the construction of the Maths Building and the redevelopment of the Hawthorns, the Drama Department and all subsequent phases of its Masterplan.  Its current plans are to improve and renovate its existing buildings.

University Hospitals Bristol

The Heart Institute opened last October.  It was nominated for three better Health Care Awards – for the building – for its internal design and for its art work.  Bedford Hill steps are rebuilt the site fence removed.  The lamp on the steps works again.  We wait for the completion of the Woodland walk planting scheme.  Radio-pharmacy - KCG regrets that the Council extended permission for this ugly temporary building for another five years.  KCG told the Council that many of UHB’s neighbours find its appearance to be out of place in a conservation area.  Southwell Street - around the car park entrance various road safety measures have appeared – a white paint path – notices that block the south pavement – a siren.  KCG is pursuing UHB and the Council to improve the appearance of this busy road.  BRI redevelopment/helipad - In April, UHB will apply for planning permission to build the new Terrell Street Wards, the Helipad and extend the top of the Children’s Hospital.  We also expect to see UHB’s plans to re-clad and improve the Maudlin Street elevation of the Queen Elizabeth Building.

Signs signs signs

KCG asks the Bristol University and UHB to declutter and to rationalise their signage.  The University has responded and culled some of the 11 signs at the Royal Fort entrance.  It would be nice to see the end of “sign writer’s archaic” language. 

Planning applications

Horfield Road boarded up garden – after KCG opposed UHB’s proposal for a block of flats it now proposes a row of terraced houses.  KCG has said that the new proposal is suitable for our conservation area.  4-6 Kingsdown Parade - KCG wants to see development on the site but it opposed UHB’s first design.  UHB has produced a second design.  KCG said that 8 new houses overdevelops the site.  KCG has successfully opposed applications to convert two more Kingsdown gardens into houses.  It agrees with Kingsdown’s Conservation Area Character Appraisal that any further loss of traditional gardens to infill development adversely affects the area’s quality.  KCG also opposed two applications where the design was not good enough.  The Council agreed.  KCG attended to support the Council in the developer’s appeal against the refusal to give permission to build the most recent scheme to redevelop Westmoreland House and the Carriage Works.  KCG desperately wants to see this site developed but not as a mass of tiny homes.  Clarence Place - The Council supported KCG's request to Somerfield not to use Clarence Place as a service area and to remove its unauthorised street advertising.

Streets

KCG paid for a new box lantern on Spring Hill.  Congratulations to UHB for installing traditional, box-type lamp posts at the bottom of Alfred Hill above the new steps into Cottage Place.  Congratulations to Bristol Water for restoring the setts so neatly after replacing the water main in Alfred Hill.  KCG continues to object to Planning Enforcement about Satellite dishes mounted on the fronts of building.  They can usually be sited on the roof.  English Heritage says that one of the greatest threats facing conservation areas is unsightly satellite dishes.  Graffiti removal - Notify Waste Services & Street Scene Department by telephone as soon as a graffiti attack happens – tel. 922 2100.  Ask for a reference number for your call.  Electronic requests for the Bristol Clean and Green Team to remove graffiti can be downloaded from https://www.bristol.gov.uk/GraffitiAndFlyposting  or from the KCG website at www.kingsdown.org.uk.  Nigel Tasker at Alfred Harris keeps paper graffiti application forms and freepost envelopes.  Following local objections, the Council gave up its proposal to site large rubbish collection bins on Kingsdown Parade.  KCG is in conversation with the City again, about possible improvements to Spring Hill.  It is too early to say whether we shall succeed this time.

Residents' Parking Scheme  

At the time of going to press the Council has not announced whether it will introduce the Kingsdown RPS.  KCG remains highly concerned about the loss of parking spaces and the visual impact of the signage. 

Green matters

Our thanks to St. Matthew’s Church for their support and to all Kingsdowners who took part in Home Grown last September.  Stalls and sideshows - gifts and traditional competitions - the sun shone in approval.  Our thanks particularly, to Helen Phillips who again organised the event.  The Committee cut the hedge and cleaned up the St. Matthews Road corner.  KCG is talking to the Council about improvements to Montague Green.  Some of the bins are new and look better.  We propose that there should be a new seat to give a view down Montague Hill, to replace the rose bed.

New Book – Bristol’s Vertical Suburb

Written by local authors Penny Mellor and Mary Wright.  At £16.99 for 128 pages with 60 colour illustrations it sounds a snip, and you buy it from Waterstone’s, the City Museum Bookshop, Amazon or the publishers – www.phillimore.co.uk.



