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10th November 2009 
 
Alison 

Bedford Steps Kingsdown 

Thank you for meeting members of the Kingsdown Conservation Group on site to 
discuss our concerns.   

When UHB built the Heart Institute, it closed Bedford Steps by a Highways Act 
temporary closure order.  UHB’s contactors surrounded the construction site with a 
security fence.  No one now knows why the contractors lifted and stored Bedford 
Steps’ flags and risers.  The Steps join Horfield Road to Terrell Street.  The public 
regularly used the Steps, before their closure.  In particular, NHS staff used the 
Steps to walk between the BRI and St. Michael’s Hospital.  The Steps also connect a 
permissive path above Cottage Place to connect Alfred Hill to Terrell Street through 
the woodland amenity.  The Heart Institute’s enabling works regraded the bottom 
end of the Steps.   

We do not know why UHB’s contractors did not remove the unsightly length of 
security fence when they left the site some months ago.  We assume that it remains 
in order to prevent public access to the demolished Steps.  We have asked UHB 
when they intend to restore the Steps and to reopen the public right of way.  We are 
told that the Steps will be reconstructed in some temporary materials.  No date is 
given.  UHB says that its contractors advise that the traditional paving is defective, in 
some manner.  UHB says that when it completes the new Terrell Street wards it may 
wish to apply for a Highway Act order permanently to move the Steps elsewhere. 

These are our concerns: 

1. The Closure Order is expired.  UHB must reopen the Steps.  UHB must make 
good the voluntary damage that its contractors caused when they lifted this 
paved footpath.  The original, traditional paving materials should be reused.  
UHB’s wish to change remove the Steps is not relevant to the public’s right to 
use them now.  UHB has no legal authority to interfere with a public right of 
way in the absence of a Highways Act Closure Order.   

2. The permission to erect the 2 metre tall security fence has expired.  It must be 
removed. 

3. We are concerned about the nature of the temporary steps at the bottom of the 
Steps.  The retention of the regraded bank by a 1½ metre high concrete wall 
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substitutes a vertical fall in place of the slope, which the original Steps climbed.  
We understand that UHB considers this junction to be a pedestrian hazard 
during the Terrell Street wards’ construction.  However, a solution must be 
found to reinstate the bottom of the Steps.  The galvanised iron stair does not 
enhance the natural woodland area that UHB wants to create nor does it 
people to visit it.  Did the Department approve the detail of these steel steps 
under reserved items? 

We are grateful to you for your offer to take up these issues with UHB at your 
December, quarterly meeting. 

Yours sincerely 

John Frenkel 

Secretary, Kingsdown Conservation Group 

117 924 0853    johnfrenkel@blueyonder.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

Photograph 1  shows the course 
of Bedford Steps that lead from 
Terrell Street to Horfield Road.  
Bedford Steps are a public right 
of way and part of the historic 
street pattern of Kingsdown. 

Photograph 2  is a notice the temporary closure 
of the footpath for 6 months commencing on the 
2nd March 2009.  The closure order was not 
renewed before it expired. 
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Photograph 3  shows the extensive 
hoarding erected by UHB in Horfield 
Road, which blocks the top of Bedford 
Steps.  

Photograph 4 shows the increased fall 
and galvanised steel staircase at the 
bottom of the Steps. 

 


